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Sketches: Thunderheads Thursday, March 16, 2006
elcome to another edition of Sketches! Today we take a look behind the scenes of the creation of the 11‘“‘1‘:1(__’5'?
art of the blue blocker-replicating spell from Guildpact, Thunderheads. But first, some background on ONILINE
the artist, Hideaki Takamura. ot

Artist Portfolio

As one of the Japanese artists who was brought on to help
illustrate Kamigawa Block, artist Hideaki Takamura has
been retained since, and has contributed a dozen pieces of
Magic card art from Champions of Kamigawa through
Guildpact. You can see his work on such cards as
Gutwrencher Oni, Sowing Salt, Yomiji, Who Bars the Way,
Eye of the Storm, Shred Memory, and on Magic Online's art
for Hunted Dragon's knight tokens, among many others.

Art Description

The first step of the creation of a card's art is its art description. The art description tells the artist what the card
will do, what its flavor is, and what the mood of the illustration should be. Here were the instructions given to
Hideaki for Thunderheads:

Color: Blue-Red (U/R guild)

Location: Outside an U/R Izzet foundry

Action: This spell has the 'repeat’ property -- the wizard can repeat the spell by feeding more mana
into it. This particular spell creates floating guardian faces made of cloud and lightning to stop
trespassers. Show at least two such faces floating 10’ off the ground in a line (one more prominent
in the foreground), stoically guarding the entrance to an Izzet foundry. Perhaps you can see a small
indication of the would-be trespassers cowering from the cloud-faces that have appeared suddenly
before them.

Focus: the cloud-faced guardians crackling with lightning

Mood: "You are not authorized."

Notes: This spell goes on again, again and again

The next step is for the artist to submit sketches of his or her vision of the art description.

Sketch to Final Art

Here's Takamura's initial sketch submitted for Thunderheads:


https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic/welcome.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic/welcome.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/articlesection
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/tournamentcenter
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=magic/magiconline
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://ww2.wizards.com/gatherer
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=games
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/magic
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/welcome
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcanaarchive
javascript://
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=595300
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/1036,0
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/fullarchive&tablefilter=sketches:
javascript:autoCardWindow('Thunderheads')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Sowing_Salt')
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://gatherer.wizards.com/default.asp?first=1&last=100&term=Hideaki+Takamura&Field_Artist=on&setfilter=Allsets&colorfilter=All&output=summary&sort=name&x=28&y=29
javascript:autoCardWindow('Gutwrencher_Oni')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Sowing_Salt')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Yomiji,_Who_Bars_the_Way')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Eye_of_the_Storm')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Shred_Memory')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Hunted_Dragon')
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=mtgcom/arcana/913
javascript:autoCardWindow('Thunderheads')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Thunderheads')
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=magic/products/cardsets
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=magic/magiconline
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=magic/magiconline
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://boards1.wizards.com/forumdisplay.php?f=131
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=magic/rules
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=magic/rules
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/games
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/fiction
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/events
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/community
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com/quick.asp
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=games
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=books
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/community
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com:80/events
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://wizards.custhelp.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.wizards.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028101949/http://www.hasbro.com/
javascript:self.document.mtgsearch.submit();

WSGEBING | /

Thunderheads sketch by Hideaki Takamura
The first sketch does indeed depict "cloud-faced guardians”, but these resemble howling evil spirits more than
weirds. It's that composite form of two elements, plus a more stoic, neutral expression, that the art team wanted
Takamura-san to go for.

Here's Takamura's second sketch:

Thunderheads sketch by Hideaki Takamura

Quite departure from the first sketch, as you can see. And this is not so much a sketch, actually, as a final
submission that was modified in production. The art team felt that while the cloud-faces captured much better the
stoic feel of a forboding Easter Island statue, they lacked the composite-element look required by Weirds. In the
final art, bolts of lightning and a blue cast were added to emphasize these creatures' natures as beings of
elemental vapor and lightning forced together into an Izzet-serving whole.
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Thunderheads final art by Hideaki Takamura

Finished Card

And here's the card in its final state, as you can see in booster packs of Guildpact. Whip up some instant-speed,
cloud-faced, Weird guardians (with a little help from Hideaki Takamura) with Thunderheads!

Instant

Replicate 2 8 (When your play ofis spell, copy
at far each rmee you poud e replicate cose.)

Put o 33 blue Weird creature token with
defender and Nying into play. Kemove it
from the game at end of mrn.

The clowds greve thack, and eher they greee weerh,
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